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Website Launched to Free
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Wrongly-Convicted Imigrants

A:u-u- Website las been established to dis-
ribute information about the ongoing
efforts to free two Mexican nationals wrongly
convicted of murder in the Texas Panhandle
town of Littlefield.
Hup:/fwww.InnocentInTexas.com is being
launched in advanee of an Aug. 2 hearing
scheduled to examine new evidence exonerat-
ing defendants Alberto Sifuentes and Jesus
Ramirez. The two men have been serving life
sentences for the Aug, 6, 1996 killing of conve-
nience store clerk Evangelina Cruz at the Jolly
Roger store just off Texas Highway 84.
The eriminal proceedings 1ook place only miles
from Tulia, TX, where dozens of black people
were wrongfully convieted of drug charges ina
racially biased eriminal prosecution.
Mr. Sifuentes and Mr. Ramirez were convicted
based on no physical evidence tying them to the
violent robbery-murder of Ms. Cruz, a mother of
four who was shot nine times, including once in
the face.
In the 2 1/2 years sinee entering the case at the
request of the Mexican government, we have
found:

* That two prison informants lied at the

trial that a key prosecution

* Witness from the seene of crime was not
al the time of the murder:

who could testify about the
men's whereabouts that night was not inter-
viewed by either poliee nor members of the
men's count appointed delense team,
* Store security surveillance foolage of the
key prosecution evewitness clearly places
herat another location at the time and place
of themurder. That evidence was never dis-
closed at one man’s trial and misrepre-
sented and not properly challenged in the
othen

Http://www.InnocentInTexas.com provides re-

sources for the growing number of press and

community groups interested in the efforts to

press the T

s Atlomey General's office to
admit error in the cases, Doing so could free Me
Sifuentes and Mr. Ramirez after almost 10 vears
of imprisonment.

Contents of the site include:

# Downloadable copics of the habeas
corpus filings,
* Instructions and sample letters for grass

T00lS ¢ izations cager to express suppornt
for the defense effonts.

* A step-by-step summary of the stae’s
case and the evidence that proves it wrong.
* Swom affidavits submitted by witnesses
never interviewed or investigated by either
defense or prosecution teams,

* Press reponts that explore the case dis-
crepancies,

For more information, contact:

Dougles R. Bedell

Sr. Media Relations Specialist
Haynes and Boone, LLP

901 Main St., Suite 3100
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It’s wrong

It takes a big state to admit when it's wrong.
And Texas was clearly wrong in convicting
Alberto Sifuentes and Jesus Ramirez for a
brutal 1996 robbery der near Lubbocl
Now -- after eight years and the emergence
of vital evidence that should have been pre-
sented at trial -- it's time for Texas to prove
it is truly a big state -- big enough to accept
that its law enforcement and legal system
have « itted a al blund
Alberto and Jesus, indigent -Mexican

_nationals, have been serving life sentences

for convictions based on absolutely no
physical evidence. Their tials were a litany
of shoddy police procedure, undedunded
and overwhelmed defense work, and prose-
cution based on the flimsiest testimony
imaginable.




