Greg Abbott

Texas Attorney General

P.O. Box 12548

Austin, TX 78711-2548

greg.abbott@oag.state.tx.us

Dear Mr. Abbott:

In August, your office has an opportunity to right a horrible wrong. In representing the state in the habeas corpus proceedings against two Mexican nationals wrongly convicted of a 1996 Littlefield murder, we call upon your office to take an unprecedented position in support of justice.

We want you to admit the state misled juries in the trials of Alberto Sifuentes and Jesus Ramirez.

These two, poor, hard-working immigrants were convicted in the killing and have been serving life sentences for a crime they could not have committed.

Even a cursory examination of the trial proceedings shows that the state relied on obviously false eye witness testimony from Brenda Ayala. Even members of the original prosecution team have admitted store security video proves she could not have been at the crime scene at 2 a.m. as the state improperly insisted throughout both trials.

That fact alone should be enough for any fair system to grant these two men a new trial. But the pro bono counsel team from Haynes and Boone, LLP of Dallas, serving at the behest of the Mexican consulate, has developed far more information that elevates these convictions to the level of travesty.

Consider:

-- Although shot multiple times, the dying store clerk managed to give police a description of her assailants. It did not match the defendants. 

-- Store security camera footage shows the primary witness who placed Sifuentes and Ramirez at the scene was actually at the Jolly Roger shortly after 12:30 a.m., not around 2 a.m. when the attack occurred.

-- Sifuentes and Ramirez were stopped less than an hour after the killing, but police found no blood, weapons or other physical evidence that linked them to the savage robbery-murder. The two were arrested a week later, only after a remote acquaintance answered an ad seeking CrimeStopper reward money and police had turned up no other suspects.

-- None of the physical evidence collected from the scene – bullets and shell casings, a cigarette butt, shoeprints, fingerprints, a necklace and a bloody paper towel – ever connected Sifuentes or Ramirez to the crime.  

-- Testimony will show two other men, while in jail for another crime, bragged that they had actually committed the murder. These two who, unlike Alberto and Jesus had long criminal records, were never investigated or interviewed by police.

-- Defense investigators have located an alibi witness who swears she was with Sifuentes and Ramirez at a bar 40 miles away in Lubbock at the exact time of the murder. This woman was never interviewed by police or defense counsel, and her testimony was never presented to a jury.

The errors committed in the arrest and trials of Alberto and Jesus were so egregious that Luis Lara of the Dallas Mexican Consulate said his government has earmarked the case as one of its highest priorities.

“It is clear to us,” Mr. Lara says, “that these men are innocent."

On August 2, your office is tasked with defending the verdicts and trial proceedings that have clearly led to a miscarriage of justice.

For the sake of Mr. Sifuentes, Mr. Ramirez … and the entire Texas justice system … we urge to make the right decision and concede that these two men deserve a new trial.

We will be in attendance and watching closely.

Sincerely,

