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Hearmg held as

' pdll s conviction in
96 slaying challenged
' ByBEISY BLANEY

Associated Press
LUBBOCK — An investiga-
tor's deseription of two suspects
in the 1996 armed robbery and

murder of a convenience store

clerk differed in several ways from
that provided by the officer who
interviewed the dying victim, ac-
cording to court teqt;mom"l‘hurs-
day.

“Htheinv cqhgltms donotgive
you useful information, wrong
decisions could be made, inno-
cent people could be arrested,”
defense attorney Barry MeNeil
saic while questioning the district
attorney who recejved the report
i from the investigator, a Texas

Ranger.

“Could it happen?” District At-
torney Mark Yarbrough asked
Mr. MeNeil. “Sure.”

The hearing for Jesus Rami-
rez, 56, and Alberto Sifuentes, 32,
both Mexican citizens, is a chal-
lenge to their 1998 convictions in
the death of Evangelina Cruz, a

mother of four, in nearby Little-

field. Their convictions were up-
held on appeal.

The defense is trying to hwe:
the convictions. thrown out and

‘new trials ordered. The hearing

must provide | evidence of the
mien’s innocence and cannot just
attackthe credibility of prosecu-

“tors' cases at trial.
In. the Liitlefield police offi--

cer’s report and in testimony he
gave al-each man’s trial, the sus-
pects were described as 18-20
vears old, one with long hair and
the other with short hair. The offi-
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cer also included that Ms. Cruz

described the suspects’ car as
gold-colored. .

In the report by Texas Ranger
Sal Abreo, the suspects’ age range

-was left out, one suspect was de-

scribed as having a light complex-
ion and the car used by the sus-
pects could alse have been yellow.
“Did you talk to Sal Abreo
about” ‘the differences?” - Me
MecNeit asked Mr. Yarbrough.
“If 1 did, I don't recall doing
that,” Mr. Yarbrough answered.
‘The defense has attempted 1o

diseredit M1’ Abreo’s work on the -

cases. Mr. Yarbrough prosecuted
only Mr. Ramirez's case. A special
prosecutor was 'Lpp{)mted to lnn-
dle Mr. Sifuerites” case. o

In evidence prcsented thﬁ'
week, Mr. Abreo is described as
less than honest in a document:

about witnesses that Mr. Yar-
brough created for the special
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Atlomejs for Alberto Sifuentes (left) and Tesus Ramirez ar

asking for the men’s 1998 murder.convictions to be thrown:
out 'd’ter investigators received differing suspecl desmptmns

pl'ese'cnto_r. '

“Helied to'meto get me to file
this case,” the document from Mr.
Yarbrough reads.

Mr:Abreo was subpoenaed to

. testify hut:couldn't be in Lubbock .

this week for medical reasons.
The hearing recessed Thurs-

diy -afternoon after Mr. Yar-

. brough raised ethical questions,
savinghe is still the attorney with

authority in the ernre:r case dnd
therefore cannot testify in it
Judge Felix Klein,-who is not
presiding ‘over the hearing, wﬁI
hear arguments on a defense mo-
tion -to recuse’ .Mr. Yarbrough
from his Ramirez authority. v
The hearing will resume some

-time after that when Mr, Yar-

brough will again be quet;imnc_d

by defense atiorneys.




